
Minutes of the Cross Party group meeting on Cancer: Priorities for Cancer Services 

Wednesday 5th October 2016  

Conference Room C&D, Ty Hywel, National Assembly for Wales 

Agenda 

 

Attendees: 

Julie Morgan AM 

Mike Hedges AM 

David Rees AM 

Dr Dai Lloyd AM 

Angharad Thomas – Office of David Rees AM 

Dave Bezzina – Office of Dawn Bowden AM 

Helen West – Office of Julie Morgan AM 

Nancy Cavill – Office of Julie Morgan AM 

Anneka Hughes Cancer Research UK 

Dr Lee Campbell Cancer Research Wales 

Linda McCarthy Breast Cancer Care 

Paul Harding Marie Curie Cancer Care 

Welcome and introductions  

        Election of Chair and Secretariat 

Julie Morgan AM 

Welsh Government 

        Priorities for cancer services  

        Update on the re-fresh of the Welsh 
Government’s Cancer Delivery Plan  

Anthony Davies – Senior Policy Adviser for 
Cancer and Major Conditions 

Wales Cancer Network 

        Overview of the role and new structure 
of the Wales Cancer Network 

        Role in developing the re-fresh of the 
Cancer Delivery Plan and overseeing the 
plan’s implementation 

Dr Tom Crosby – Medical Director, Wales 
Cancer Network 

Damian Heron – Director, Wales Cancer 
Network 

Wales Cancer Alliance 

        The role and purpose of the Wales 
Cancer Alliance 

        Priorities for the Cancer Delivery Plan  

Susan Morris – Head of Services, Macmillan 
Wales and Chair of Wales Cancer Alliance 

Discussion / Q&A All  



Mike Walsh George Thomas Hospice 

Simon Morgan Jones Clic Sargent 

Alicia Roberts Ovarian Cancer Action 

Jonny Savage Prostate Cancer UK 

Susan Morris Macmillan 

Amelia Chong Breast Cancer Now 

Pip Ford Chartered Society of Physiotherapists 

Peter Thomas Patient rep 

Jodie Bond Wales Cancer Research Centre 

Callum Hughes Welsh NHS Confederation 

Barbara Burbidge  

Barbara James  

Sian Whelan CRUK research nurse 

Andrea Hague Director – Velindre Cancer Centre 

Sally Jenkins  

Victoria Hugtenburg  

Professor Malcom Mason Professor of clinical oncology 

Professor Robert Mansel Professor of surgery 

Leann Farrell  

Alison Parry-Jones Wales Cancer Bank Manager 

Sue Hadlow Bosom Pals 

Anthony Davies Welsh Government 

Tom Crosby Wales Cancer Network 

Damian Heron  Wales Cancer Network 

Hywel Morgan  Wales Cancer Network 

Jane Hanson Wales Cancer Network 

 

 

Julie Morgan was elected to chair the Cross Party Group following a nomination by Mike 
Hedges AM. Cancer Research UK were asked to continue to provide the secretariat for the 
group. Julie welcomed everyone to the meeting and provided a brief introduction on the work 
of the group.  



Presentation by Anthony Davies 

 Anthony explained the Welsh Government’s role in preparing delivery plans for major 
conditions and the Health Secretary’s decision to re-fresh the existing Cancer Delivery 
Plan. Confirmed that this was one of 6 delivery plans currently in the process of being re-
freshed.  

 Wales Cancer Network were tasked with writing the plan and a number of engagement 
events have been held to obtain stakeholder feedback. The final plan will be published at 
the Wales Cancer Conference in November.  
 

Presentation by Dr Tom Crosby (PowerPoint attached) 

 Dr Crosby discussed the achievements in cancer services in Wales and strong clinical 
leadership. He outlined opportunities for the future and the importance of focusing on 
improved outcomes for patients.  
 

Presentation by Damian Heron (PowerPoint attached) 

 Damian discussed the new role of the Wales Cancer Network (WCN) following the merger 
of North Wales and South Wales Cancer networks. He explained that the meeting very 
timely as Wales Cancer Network officially formed on 1st October.  

 He discussed the purpose of WCN and its role in developing the Cancer Delivery Plan and 
noted that more work needs to be done around early diagnosis. 
 

Presentation by Susan Morris (PowerPoint attached) 

 Susan explained the membership of the Wales Cancer Alliance (WCA) and its role to 
support and challenge the Welsh Government. 

 The WCA supported the publication of the Cancer Delivery Plan in 2012 and its intentions 
but don’t believe enough has been delivered. There is still far more variation than there 
should be.  

 The re-fresh of the Cancer Delivery Plan is a good opportunity going forward. The WCA 
play an active role in helping to develop the CDP and address cancer inequalities in Wales.  

 
Discussion 
 
GP referrals 
 
David Rees AM asked about GPs and early diagnosis and whether delays are a training issue 
or a referral issue. Dr Tom Crosby replied that Wales were near the bottom of the league table 
in overall survival and there needs to be better patient awareness of symptoms, as well as a 
stronger primary care awareness. He talked about a recent study visit to Denmark and the 
role of multi-disciplinary diagnostic centres as well as programmes working with GPs 
alongside Macmillan. Anthony Davies commented that GP access to diagnostic services was 
one of the key areas of focus for the Welsh Government. He commented that it was difficult 
to diagnose certain cancers so this presented a challenge but it would be a key issue that 
would be addressed throughout the next 4 years of the cancer delivery plan.  
 
Key workers 



Peter Thomas asked about key workers and what progress is being made. Tom Crosby said 
that some progress was being made. Every health board now has a lead nurse to oversee key 
worker delivery. Anthony Davies commented that the Welsh Government were recording 
whether patients have been given a key worker and there was now a more methodical 
approach to ensuring progress was being made. This would be reflected in the new delivery 
plan.  

Engagement with pharmaceutical industry 

Leann Farrell asked if the Wales Cancer Network was the go to place for the pharmaceutical 
industry, in light of developments with the New Treatments Fund and IPFR process. Damian 
Heron said it had the potential to improve the IPFR process.  

Role of technology 

Dr Malcom Mason asked about the role of technology and how it should be harnessed given 
that the majority of people have access to a smartphone / internet. Dr Tom Crosby said we 
need to look at how information is provided to patients and how we can improve it.  

Access to treatments 

A question was asked about how to improve access to treatments and reduce variation 
between England and Wales. Tom Crosby replied that England’s cancer drugs fund was not 
the answer. More information was still needed about the New Treatments Fund and how it 
would work. Anthony Davies confirmed that it was a key commitment of the Welsh 
Government and £80 million would be invested over the course of the Assembly to improve 
access to treatments for patients.  

Meeting closed at 9am.  

 


